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Power of the Pool

X S SRR
*Project. B | Parfection

Pretty, playful or practical — there’s a pool for
every purpose under the Houston sun.

{ ot incresing numbers of Houston homeasners, paols ace sbout mind as much as bady. They can be
& 2A-hour source of therspy for what ails you,

“What youe creating is not 3 swimening pool but sn environmen,” ssid Chris Smith, 3 lendscape
architece and partoer in Marquise Pools. “I¢s about elasing, decompressing, escaping, from stress

And todiy's homconers have mre opions than e fo crecing the nvionmen chats gkt oe
chem. They can color, Land

en o sy, s Chis Espsi, ownee of USA Pol ¢ Spas. “Oue bigge ls s ot e
vy “extreme’ beginning every job.

sulfaions with the homeowner. The company specializes in Torrean tezvertine eatares o give it ,mn a
distnet scyle and look.
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Prious page o Marquse Peols (o8)
contain separae sunring,spa and svi

ming s, A wading pol (3

dasignd by Susana i Pllon, ASI,
and ergineered by Surshine Bosls

Jiminez Peton

and bordered by 3 s graemscape.



Power of the Po

Maintaining Perfection

“The maintenance end of pool
cvmenhip has plenty of options
today, sid Anthony & Sylvan
genersl mansger Jay Belar. In
addion to uradiconal hand-held
vacuums, customers can ope for
auomatic pool cleaners that daily
move along floors, wals and secp.

Houstonbised  Challenger
Pools, which builds.in-ground
pools and spas, manufieaues
buifinto-the-foor cleaning sy
e with longiterm cose sevings,
senerd manager Sam Willams
sid. The Environfool* sysem
moves water in the pool (0 dhice
e poins. Tnspired by
rotations made by a lawn sprin-
Mer, it saves users about 50 per-
cent on chemical and 35 percent
on heating costs according 10
company rscarch.

ldesl Pools presidens Joe
Forbert pints out tha the make
of 2 pool can afec s durablity
and.case of maintenance. el
selfcontined circsiacin spseems
contin clemens thac cach oper-
are independendy. I dhercs 2
problem with onc of the skim-
mers, for cxample,che enire sys-
em st shucdown.

y & Sylvan offers 2
leavater sy for eating pool
wate, Separaing, sodium from
chlorde 1o sanitie and. sofe

e, the sysem has 100 times
les sl tha seawater, s Belar,
d

s endless what people can do today,” said Brece Madden, co-owner of Custom
Clear Pools remodeling business, owner of Tie Rescue and manager of Clear Poo.
11 also mmporcant for consumers o know that pool companies are unregulsted

o Homat o e S e ot ol of

you hite it Also,check for Berter Business B

a wm shed refecence st Find ot wlvu the company registered ith the county in
ander (o sec howe long i been in business.

Taking shepe

Once cuscomess have selected a compny andlor desigaes, they can begin 10
explore aesheric factors such as shape and size. desl Pools takes 3 unique approach
o helping cuscomers visualize their product. “We draw the paol in the house on a
computer” awner and president Joe Forbere sid. “We ler the cuscomers do what
ehey want, and we'e there (o help them along the vay:

1 & pool i chere to enbance the Jook of the yard, a small body of water may be

It imporant w remerber
haralong vith grea sy, home-

can be  asting souree of
fort and rel

fic t0.swim laps or work out, theyll need mre lengeh and
depth. The pool’s placement s an important factor as well. Richard Rot, president
mpo Pocls & Spas, sid, “The poal i going o be the focal
poit o the yard. You should cener it, A poal done igh i like adding 2 room o

and awner of Ce

the house

Looking fo ol he word i

Polynesian peradse, his Bedrock Bools
creaion ofers mulipe enrcs,  sitng
ledoe and en ertfl scuptur to watch

e things (see close up, . 22)

And cuscomers shouldr forge to leave ample space arourd the pool for peaple and fumicuce, If you pn to

entertin, you'll need even more decking around the sides and fronc of he pool

18 Beautfl Home

helps statlish a pool as the focal point of the yard, seid Marguisc's Smith. Iealso blocks undsired

sghtsand sounds and incresses homeowners privacy.
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Power of the Pool

Dream pool

Susana Jimene Pelcon,
owner of Houston-based
design firm Incer 2, recendly
elped a Piney Point family
devdop the pool of i
dreams, “We have many lemencs chat make this  zemple to nature and beau-
5 said Pelor, who incorporad iceas from her visicng brother, Fernardo
Jimenez, s pool designer fiom Feance, in this pro]

Pelcon and her lients opted for & 35-faotlong, vartow pool thac plays off
of the housc’s madern, angular lincs. Sunshine Pools provided the engineering
blucprint.

e side of the pool. The opposite rounded edge is bounded by lush tres and
a bayou. Tn the center of the pol, admiring his reflcrion, is & sculprure of
Narcissus. The pool area is further enhanced by an oucdoor living room wich
afie pi; & tsiple, frestanding porticos and  lrge exterior mirror that reflects
the fir snd the suszounding woods,

Pelton encoursges bomeowners to keep the lnes of communication aper
with desigrers nd pool builders. “Ask questions wl you can feel that pool,
feelthat room, fol har deck before it
e buil” she sid.

Mate
One of the more overswhelming

I world

aspects of pool planning is slecting
mterial. “On one end you have the
seandard white plaster most people
arc familse with, and on the other
end there are produces like Pebble
Tek or Diamand Bright, exposed
aggregare that looks like a natural
surface. It gives the water a diffrent
ook, and that gives the whole yard a

Becutful Home. A et o Hesson Chnct sy Ptlstons

The soothing sourds of
moving woter arefeatured
in'a bubbing fountan,for
left from Bedrock Pocks,
weeping tocks in s
Marquise poo, e, and art
ol ymmetry from

Chalenger Pocts,below

different Jook,” sid Custom Clear Pool's Madden

Blue Haven Pols, which operates thiee Houscon offces, gives its pools 2
smooth, colored quartz finish on the interior. “Beyond its distnctive appear-
ance, quare s slip-resisany

smooth on yous fec.”said national masketing
director Rnlle Lark, It also delvers real value with lsting color and superb.
resitance to seains and crosion.”

A popular decking option is the concrete topper, which can be sprayed on
i range of parterns and colors. According co Jay Bella, general manager 3¢
Anthony 8 Sylean, homeowners also can wse nacural, hand-carved stone or
exposed aggregare, which ook like narural materisls. 105 not ke the okd days

when everyone had concece decking,” he siid. Options for che ouer borders

of the pocl, called coping, range from bricks to natural stone and cut marble.

John Shifferd, senior design and. project manager with Houston ool
Design Construction Co.,sad customers also have aboue 100 chaices for the
pools waterline tle which s fired to be fecre-proof. *People tend 10 go more
toward natural looks now ather than blue dle” he ssid. “There are more
choices than there ever used o be.”
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Power of the Pool

Custom
touches
take pools
from the
far out
to the
sublime.

Prces o Poversmaran Colr

cople sk Greg Mayor what he docs for a lving,the Bedrock Pools maste sculptor says he
-« the exoric and the extraordinry.
Mayor’s Houston-based company wor't even take clents who want tradicional pools. Each

of itsproducts is custom made. “The more interesing and the more unique, the more we like

rviews with the client, Mayors been known to work 30 hours a a time.
lately. Mostspe-

il requests arc based on aesthercs, but Mayor ako adds featurs for comfort, such as thera-

The Marquise Foois creation lop) i

peuic spas with lumbar support, armrests and neashy drink holders

Cypress, TX i 53 feet long and can

Interest i the way-out and wild scems to be increasing among area pool customers. USA
Pool & Spas owner Chris Esposito i putting the fnishing touches on 2 custom pool in Cypress accommodate waterlovers of ol types.
that includes @ cold spa area with 2 bl in it and a 6-foot-wide, 15-foor-long bridge over it Above i 0 watchfl Poynesion statue

From Bedrock Pooks.
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Houston-based Marquise Pools bas been cxeating custom-
molded spa seats, lides emerging from rocks and underviacer
grottos, repores parmner and landscspe architecr Chris Stich
The grostos basiclly ar farge, undervarer rooms dhat can hold
a wasstproof TV, underwates speskers ot lighing, “People can
g0 in thee, relax and watch a ball game,” said Snich

Grotws ate popular with peopl who enterain, along widh
swimoap bars and rables. Other “ouc-there” possibilies
include flating columns, urns or boulders

Special lighting features includs fiber optic mushraoms
from Marquise and rotating color wheels from Anthony &
Sylvan,

Jay Reler, Anchony & Sylvan genersl manager, sid, “The.
system has four colors, which creste a nevw speerrum 1 chey
i You ean scop it on an individual color or keep it chang-
i For Chisconas che pool can be green and the spa red.

Pool eatures lso can add a creative touch to exercise, Owners can add
s et thar cesce water pressuce for swimming i place, Bellarsaic. And

paol owners can phice hundrsls bercat

e g [ 51
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Pool Perfection, from Page 20

Wild for water features

For many people, the additon of warer features truly makes che pool.
“Watectalls can make & huge difference.” aid Raleigh Jenkins, president of
ABC Pese Pool & Laven. "I moe jus the visual ies the sound of the water
flowing,” Customers can ope for water flowiag over bricks, moss rock, lime-
stane or arificial marerial designed to have & specfic look, he sid. Sheer
descent watesflls flow scrighe down oves a smooth sarfice

Accarding to Contermpo’s Roth, the No. 1 water fsaare in Houscon is the
spa. A suandard spa has a straight wall and some bubbles, bur customers can
customize ¢ with sloped walls and suratcally placed seacr ess.

Additionl water feature options include weeping racks co the side of the
ool deckjes shat shooe water o the pool, bubble et i the pooil, venish-
ing sdges chat send water ineo catch basins and beach enrries wich gradual
inclincs, T

King @ deparure is the diving
board, ABC Jenkins nored that the "diving, roc<” is hecoming & popular leer-
native, “Ie dos

©shoot out a fr a the diving bosrd, sad it more: sescher-
eally pleasing,” he sed

Once il of the pool elemencs ar in plice, homeanencrs can tic: thern in

ol b
from inside the house: heater, lighs, warerfill, everything” Forbsert i,

2

“Homeovners cven car act

the way home.”

Ay 12foot et o the sice o e house efecs the lush
ard the i whar

Jide grenery

s going i o utdoo- &

it Susana Jimine-2elon, 451D,

Plnty of comfortable seatng to nsure rels
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